TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS

The following Worksheet is specifically designed to focus student attention prior to
and after a visit to the South Australian Parliament building.

Suggested Answers are available to assist teachers by emailing:

penny.cavanagh@parliament.sa.gov.au




PARLIAMENT HOUSE WORKSHEET
SENIOR SECONDARY

What is the correct title for the lower house of Parliament in South Australia?

What is the correct title for the upper house of Parliament in South
Australia?

How does a person become a Member of Parliament?

Give the correct titles of the persons taking the positions indicated on the
following diagram of the lower house: (In addition indicate the position of
your local Member of Parliament.)

Front of
Chamber
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What are the three main roles of a Member of Parliament in the
lower house?

What specific role does a Minister perform? Give an example.

How many members of each party are there in the:

Lower House

Upper House

Who has the balance of power in the Upper House?
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Which party should be able to influence decisions the most in the
Lower House?

How many women members are there in each House?

Briefly describe the process by which a law is made in Parliament.

Lower House Stage One

Stage Two

Stage Three

Stage Four

Upper House Stage One

Stage Two

Stage Three

Stage Four

Government House

Why is the Speaker expected to leave during the Committee Stage in
the Lower House?

What is the purpose of the “sand-clock” in Parliament?

What is the purpose of the bar in Parliament?

What is the purpose of Question Time?
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Do you think minority groups should have seats set aside in Parliament
without going through the election process which currently seems to prevent
them obtaining seats? E.g. Indigenous Australians, Asian Australians,
Muslim Australians etc. Why or why not?

Look up Hansard on the Internet www.parliament.sa.gov.au
Find a topic that interests you and outline the case for and against and which
side you would support and why?

There is always a lot of controversial discussion over Members of
Parliament’s salaries. Find out when Members of Parliament first received
salaries and why this occurred.

Do you think they are overpaid? Why or why not?

This exercise may be best completed by a group as there is quite a bit
of research involved and sharing the task may make it more time
efficient.

Most people think that the two major political parties disagree on every bill
that passes through Parliament. Look up Hansard on the Internet
www.parliament.sa.gov.au and find at least three complete debates and a
vote so you can see the results of the voting.

Analyse these votes and the topics to see if the major parties:

Disagree the whole time?
Agree most of the time?
If it differs if it is a controversial issue?

You may also wish to check your answers with the Federal Parliament web
Site Hansard www.aph.gov.au




QUESTION TIME IN THE
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT

ANALYSIS

When you visit Question Time in the South Australian Parliament you will view
Ministers of the Government being asked questions by Opposition Members
of Parliament, Minority Party members of Parliament, Independent Members
of Parliament and Members of Parliament from their own party.

The Minister is unlikely to know what the questions from the Opposition,
Minority Party members and Independent Members will be. The Minister will
know the issues of the day and expect certain areas to be questioned but they
will be questions without notice. Responsible Government is in action where
a Minister is called to account to the Parliament their or their department’s
actions.

The Minister will know what questions are going to be asked by Members of
their own party and will be prepared to answer these questions.

The media report Question Time and this includes written press, radio and the
TV cameras. You will be able to watch when they are most active in reporting
what is being said.

Question Time is an exciting time in Parliament and a critical analysis of some
of the questions and answers will assist you to understand the processes
involved. This will include parliamentary, political, public relations and media
attention processes.

A week before your visit you should analyse the media and find out
what you think may be the topics that are likely to brought up during
Question Time in the South Australian Parliament.

Who asked the first question? Why do you think it was that particular
position that asked the first question?

In your opinion did the Government Minister answer the question to the
satisfaction of the Member who asked it? Why do you think this?

How do questions differ when they are asked from a backbencher from
the Government?

In your opinion did the Government Minister answer the question from
the Government Backbencher in sufficient detail? Why do you think
this?



Do the media seem interested in questions asked by Government
backbenchers? Why do you think they are, or are not interested in
these questions?

We often refer to the term responsible government — do you think
Question Time is responsible government in action? Why or why not?
Do some Ministers seem to be asked more questions than other
Ministers? Why do you think this occurs?

At the end of your visit do you think there were some consistent
themes coming out in the questions from the Opposition? Why do you
think this occurred?

Visit the Legislative Council and observe if there are any differences in
the Question Time procedures and “tone” when there are only two
Ministers.

FEDERAL PARLIAMENT QUESTION TIME

The ABC shows the Federal Parliament Question Time
each day of sitting at 2 pm one House and 12 midnight
the other House.

Students could compare the similarities and differences
between the State and Federal Parliament Question

Time sessions or this could make a good introductory
session before visiting the South Australian Parliament so students know
what to look for when they come to visit. It is difficult to explain to your
students once they are in the public gallery watching as silence must be
observed in the galleries.



